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Y IS FOR YOGI | PAGE 5A TURNING THE TIDE | SPORTS SECTION (B)
Download the new 
WKU Herald app
FOR THE iPHONE, iPOD, iPAD
scan this code with your 
QR reader to go straight 
to the iTunes App Store
AFTER CLASS | PAGE 2A
WKU’s Board of Regents meets at 9 a.m. today 
to vote on approval of a number of new academic 
programs, as well as a six-year capital construc-
tion plan, according to agenda materials released 
Monday.
The open meeting will take 
place in the Regents Room on the 
second fl oor of the Mass Media 
and Technology Hall.
Academic Affairs action items 
for Friday include approval of a 
doctor of physical therapy, mas-
ter of arts in teaching, master of 
arts in social responsibility and 
sustainable communities, and a 
bachelor of science in mathemati-
cal economics.
The construction plan includes 
renovations to academic buildings, construction 
of new facilities and $35 million in steam-related 
repairs.
Other action items include approval of a $70 
a semester student fee to support renovations to 
Downing University Center, a reduction to the 
2010-2011 operating budget, and reorganization of 
WKU’s division of Academic Affairs and the Uni-
versity College.
Dale Brown, interim vice president for Enroll-
ment, will give an enrollment update. Kathryn 
Costello, vice president for Development and 






Owensboro graduate student Eric Vanover’s car sits on the Hill on College Street. The car was smashed by a tree from the storms 
that swept through Bowling Green this week.  “It’s demolished,” Vanover said.  “It was mine for a total of two days.”  His previous car 
was totaled in an accident days before.
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
Somerset senior John Wright Polk is one of eight WKU students who organized a 
summer trip to do a sports camp in Cameroon, Africa. The trip is completely self-or-
ganized and was paid for partly by selling bracelets with Matthew 28:19-20 inscribed 
on them. The group will leave June 12 and return June 29.
A late-model sedan crawled 
around the Minton Circle on Tuesday 
night, the driver laying on the horn 
while a passenger yelled “tornadoes 
are coming, ya’ll!” out the side win-
dow.
Although a tornado never struck 
Warren County, severe weather 
warnings and constant rain were a 
fi xture in Bowling Green this week.
Almost 5 inches of rain was 
recorded from Sunday through 
Wednesday on Warren County’s 
Kentucky Mesonet site — an au-
tomated weather station — on the 
WKU farm. Just over 10 inches have 
fallen this month, with a single-day 
high of 3.08 inches Wednesday.
The state’s record rainfall for 
April, according to a WKU press 
release, was 16.87 inches in 1970 
at Addison Dam in Breckenridge 
County.
“The key idea here is that when 
you look at the globe from perhaps 
an outer-space view, there are these 
very large-scale circulations that, 
once they’re in place, they tend to 
persist,” said Stuart Foster, state cli-
matologist and director of the Ken-
tucky Mesonet and the Kentucky Cli-
mate Center.
The Mesonet, centered at WKU, 




Thunderstorms, almost 5 inches of rain drench campus
By JONATHAN LINTNER
news@chherald.com
SEE RAINS, PAGE 6A
The Student Government Association will 
vote this Tuesday about whether it supports 
WKU as a tobacco-free campus.
A recent survey conducted by Madisonville 
senior Jack Jackson, a political science major, 
determined for SGA that 47.82 percent of stu-
dents are in support of a tobacco-free campus, 
said Kaylee Egerer, campus improvements 
chairperson.
Egerer said 23.47 percent were opposed to 
the ban, and 28.71 percent polled were neutral 
on the issue.
Because the poll showed a majority of stu-
dents support a ban, Egerer will write up a 
resolution for Tuesday’s meeting to support a 
tobacco-free campus.





SEE TOBACCO-FREE, PAGE 3A
Somerset senior John Wright Polk never 
imagined that an impromptu luncheon in his 
kitchen with an African priest would land 
him on a mission trip to Cameroon, Africa. 
“My mom’s really spontaneous and just 
invited them over after church, even though 
we didn’t have anything prepared,” Polk 
said.
During casual conversation, the priest’s 
wife, Clemence, began talking about an or-
phanage, The Good Shepherd Children’s 
Home, which she worked with overseas.
Sister Jane Mankaa, nicknamed “The 
Good Mother of Abangoh,” started the 
home to take in orphaned children who have 
lost their parents to the AIDS epidemic.
Polk said he had always been interested 
in missionary work overseas, but never had 
the opportunity.
After Clemence heard that he played 
sports, she mentioned the idea of having a 
sports camp for the children.
After fundraising since August, Polk 
and eight other WKU students will travel 
to Africa in June to lead Christian Athletes 
Making Peace 4 Cameroon (C.A.M.P. 4 
Cameroon).
The camp will incorporate Bible studies 
and teach soccer, whiffl e ball, kick ball, fl ag 
football and ultimate Frisbee to boys and 
girls from ages 6-18, Polk said.
Polk knew he couldn’t do the camp 
alone, so he pitched the idea to guys who 
attended the Bible study group at his house.
Several of his fraternity brothers and 
friends jumped on board.
Louisville senior Corey Ogburn, Polk’s 
roommate, had done two mission trips to 
Honduras when he was in high school.
Ogburn said the feeling of helping some-
one else is hard to describe.
“I’m sure I got more out of it than the 
people I helped in Honduras,” he said.
Students organize sports camp for children in Africa
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@chherald.com






inches of rainfall 
since Sunday
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MONDAY NIGHTS 
“COLLEGE NIGHT”
$5.00 ALL YOU CAN BOWL
10 pm to 2 am
(Min. 4 Per Lane & shoes not included)




10 pm - 2 am
$1.00 per Game - $1.00 Drafts
K A R A O K E
$1.oo Drafts
Monday thru Wednesday
9 pm- 2 am
$5 per person
all you can bowl $5.50 Pitchers
(minimum 4 per lane & shoes not included)
"After class" is a weekly photo essay that shows a side 




■ Jonathan Lewellen and Jared Winters, 
Barnes-Campbell Hall, reported on April 27  
that property had been stolen from their 
dorm room. The value of the theft was $165. 
Ransdell Hall Dedication, 2 p.m., Ransdell Hall
Miss Black Western Pageant, 6-10 p.m., DUC 224
Broadway and Beyond, 7:30 p.m., FAC 189
An Evening of Dance, 8 p.m., Russell Miller Theatre in the fine arts center
Board of Regents meeting, 9 a.m., Regents room in Mas Media & 
Technology Hall
Relay for Life, 5 p.m. to 5 a.m., Houchens-Smith Stadium
friday
saturday
An Evening of Dance, 8 p.m., Russell Miller Theatre in the fine arts center
Gamers’ Guild Meeting, 4-10:45 p.m., DUC 310C
Japan Earthquake & Tsunami Relief Community Yard Sale, 7 a.m. to 
noon, Carrol Knicely Center parking lot. A yard sale to raise money for the 
American Red Cross Japan Earthquake & Tsunami Relief.
sunday
An Evening of Dance, 3 p.m., Russell Miller Theatre in the fine arts center
Tom Bohuski, visiting assistant professor of phys-
ics and astronomy, poses with Holly, his four-year-old 
fl at coat retriever. Bohuski periodically brings Holly 
to his offi  ce in Thompson Complex, because he likes 
to get her out of the house sometimes. However, he 
tends to only bring her to campus during summer 
classes, night classes or when there are only a few 
people around the Thompson Complex.
“She enjoys being with dad,” Bohuski said. “I warn 
students beforehand, and so far I haven’t had any 
problems or complaints.”
Bohuski says he enjoys having a dog, because he 
has the home for it and values the companionship. 
There are not many places in Bowling Green with 
dog-friendly homes, so Bohuski feels fortunate. 
Elizabethtown senior Clay Good-
man had never fl own or been out of 
the country when Polk mentioned 
the idea.
Goodman said he had no concerns 
about getting involved.
“I’m really going with an open 
mind,” he said. 
After Polk established a team, the 
guys started fundraising for the trip.
The trip will cost $8,000, which 
includes traveling and accommoda-
tion fees, food, transportation and 
sports equipment for the campers. 
“Every little bit helps,” Polk said. 
“I couldn’t even tell you everybody 
that’s helped us out along the way.”
The group organized a concert at 
the Sigma Chi house, wrote letters 
to family and friends, made soror-
ity boxes for change, sold C.A.M.P. 
4 Cameroon bracelets and received 
church donations.
“I know I sent out like 75 letters 
to people I know,” Ogburn said.
In June, the group will fl y into 
Douala to host a two-week C.A.M.P. 
4 Cameroon.
They will also travel to Bamen-
da, Bawock and Tiko.
Polk said he wanted to base the 
camp on the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes, of which he is a 
member.
“It’s always great because wheth-
er you’re a Christian or not, every-
one can play sports together,” Polk 
said.
Each camper will get a Bible, a 
camp T-shirt and equipment to keep 
after the camp is over.
Goodman said sports are some-
thing they can do to keep their minds 
off the stress of their lives.
“People need something to boost 
their spirits,” he said. “What better 
way than God and sports?”
WKU will host a dedication 
ceremony at 2 p.m. today for 
Ransdell Hall.
The building, home of the 
College of Education and Be-
havioral Sciences, has been open 
for classes since January.
Julia McDonald, senior ad-
ministrative assistant in the Pres-
ident’s Offi ce, said WKU chose 
to do the dedication today in 
conjunction with Friday's Board 
of Regents meeting.
“It’s a very exciting time for 
the president and his family,” 
McDonald said.
The Board of Regents voted 
in October to name the building 
after Ransdell.
Sam Evans, dean of the Col-
lege of Education and Behav-
ioral Sciences, will be giving the 
welcoming and closing remarks 
at the ceremony.
Evans said naming the build-
ing after the president recognizes 
Ransdell for the contributions he 
has made to education at WKU 
and at other levels.
Bob Skipper, director of Me-
dia Relations, said there will 
be a number of speakers at the 
ceremony, including Evans, 
Representative Jody Richards, 
Senate President David Wil-
liams, Robert King, president 
of the Council on Postsecond-
ary Education and Jim Meyer, 
chairman of WKU’s Board of 
Regents. Ransdell will also 
make remarks.
Evans said the dedication cer-
emony is an important event.
“It allows the campus com-
munity and general public to 
share in recognizing the build-
ing's signifi cance to the universi-
ty and the work we do,” he said.
Evans said the new building 
has been a huge improvement 
over Tate Page Hall.
“There is absolutely no com-
parison,” he said. “The environ-
ment in which learning is occur-
ring does make a difference in 
learning. Without question, I see 
a difference in what is going on 
in the instructional and the learn-
ing processes.”
Evans also said he expects to 
see more buildings that look like 
Ransdell Hall in the near future.
“It’s a signature building on 
WKU’s campus,” he said. “The 
architectural style says a lot 
about what Dr. Ransdell is trying 
to do as far as the message con-
veyed by our physical campus.”





Donate your gently used school supplies 
during Sell-Back to benefit the Boys and 
Girls Club of Bowling Green.
TEXTBOOK
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
Chuck Hanger, an ASI Signage Innovations employee, hangs the letters on Ransdell Hall on Thursday morning. 
The building is being dedicated in a ceremony today at 2 p.m.
A portion of Normal 
Drive will be closed Friday 
from Regents Avenue to the 
Academic Service Drive next 
to Mass Media and Technol-
ogy Hall during the dedica-
tion of Ransdell Hall.
The road will be closed 
from noon until 4 p.m., 
according to an email from 
Parking and Transportation. 






Somerset senior John Wright Polk wears bracelets inscribed 
with the words "Camp 4 Cameroon" and "Matthew 28:19-20.”
“They have already gotten the student 
voice, so I envision us supporting it too,” 
Egerer said. “We are a voice of the stu-
dents, and the students seem to be in sup-
port of it.”
If SGA passes the resolution, only 
Staff Council will remain among WKU’s 
three campus government bodies not to 
support a tobacco-free campus.
University Senate supported the ban 
by a 39-12 vote in December, and Presi-
dent Gary Ransdell said he wouldn't 
move forward and support a tobacco-free 
campus until all three governing bodies 
pass a resolution. Staff Council voted 
down a resolution in February.
SGA Chief of Staff Charlie Harris 
said that if SGA approves its resolution, 
he wouldn’t be surprised if Staff Council 
brought it up again.
“It could be interesting to see their re-
action if we pass it,” Harris said. “If there 
are two-thirds (of governing bodies) in 
support, then they might feel different.”
Smoking is already banned in the 
buildings on campus.
The University of Kentucky and 
University of Louisville already have 
smoke-free campuses, having passed 
their policies on Nov. 19, 2009.
SGA Executive Vice President Kend-
rick Bryan said he supports WKU being 
smoke-free so long as there is enforce-
ment.
“It’s up to campus offi cials, and we 
know how inconsistent the current policy 
is,” he said. “If it is not enforced then I 
don’t see the point.”
Egerer said SGA will help provide 
outlets for those who use tobacco as well 
as look into how to enforce the policy 
should the resolution pass.
Egerer wins speaker race
At last Tuesday’s meeting, Egerer was 
voted by the senate as next year’s Speak-
er of the Senate.
She defeated Nathan Bishop and Dan-
iel Shaw.
The speaker is the head of the legis-
lative branch of SGA and oversees the 
committee heads.
“It’s nice to know an organization you 
have worked so hard in and been a part of 
for so long has this kind of faith in me,” 
she said. “I am looking forward to having 
a good relationship with everyone in the 
senate.”
Egerer will take the reins from current 




BOTTOMS to the 
thunderstorms and 
tornado warnings. We 
complain about the 
weather often, but this 
time, we really mean it.
TOPS to the students 
who have managed to 
get their parking tickets 
appealed. Can you all let 




TOPS to rain naps. We 
all seem to sleep so 
much better in the rain.
BOTTOMS to there 
being one week left of 
classes — for seniors. 
Don’t freak out — just 
enjoy it while it lasts.
TOPS to there being 
one week left of classes.
COLUMN
It’s never easy to deal with, nor can 
you always see it coming. But death is 
an inevitable part of life.
Hip-hop music is saturated with songs 
about loss and grief, from Bone Thugs-







of their fallen 
loved ones, 






ter their experience, the songs express 
a feeling we’ve all had, and that makes 
them beautiful.
I don’t mean to sound morbid or 
lower anyone’s spirits, but with the loss 
of two aunts within the past two weeks, 
one on each side of my family, death has 
been on my mind. And some of you may 
be mourning as well.
I keep thinking of my cousin, who 
found my aunt, her mother, in her home 
and never got to say goodbye. And I 
think of my grandmother, who lost her 
sister, and how she feels to be the last 
of her siblings left. I think of the fu-
neral and that unavoidable tension in the 
room as we’ll walk up to the casket — 
the teary expressions, the soft cries, the 
moving songs and the chilling intern-
ment. All of these things run through my 
mind, and they sadden me.
But then I think of all my loved ones 
who have transcended this earth in past 
years. I can still see their faces, their 
smiles, their personalities. And I find 
comfort in their memory.
I encourage you to do the same. I’m 
no therapist; my advice giving goes no 
further than girl talk with my friends. 
But I can bet you’ve felt the same way, 
so I’ll share what works for me. And if 
you’re faithful, it might work for you, 
too.
When you begin to miss them, simply 
speak a few words to those who are no 
longer living. In some way — a dream, 
an action, a feeling — they will speak 
back to you. If you can’t stop thinking 
about them, grab a journal and write 
down all of your thoughts; document 
your memories with them and keep them 
close to you as a reminder of the good 
times. And most importantly, use them 
as your daily motivation. Appreciate 
your life, cherish your family and do 
good deeds while you still can.  
If all else fails, try listening to a song. 
If nothing else, it will remind you that 
you are not alone.
Surely, we’ve all endured a period 
of disheartening grief, anger and doubt 
that we could ever find happiness again. 
But, with time, and by some miraculous 
work of fate, we found strength. That’s 
one of the most powerful things about 
being human.
Death is tricky. It doesn’t warn you, 
and it doesn’t apologize. But when it’s 
over, we somehow find a way to accept 
it. I guess we don’t let it stop us for too 
long because we’ve all learned what Tu-
pac said best: “Life goes on.”
Celebrate 





Pay attention to the news. No, seri-
ously this time.
For most of our lives, our parents 
and teachers have been telling us to 
watch the news, and we have opt-
ed for the more interesting “Jersey 
Shore.” 
Let’s get real — who doesn’t want 
to see Pau-
ly D. fight 
with Snooki 













search on Civic Learning and Engage-
ment), our generation likes to leave 
the big decisions up to our more-expe-
rienced elders.
In our lifetime, our mothers and fa-
thers, teachers and even the gas station 
attendants at the local Swifty’s have 
always had our backs.
They’ve picked presidents that 
spend hundreds of billions of dollars on 
discretionary programs such as educa-
tion and programs that we now use to 
gain job experience and valuable news 
such as WKYU here in Bowling Green.
But that’s over.
Yep, that’s right. Granny and Pa-
paw are turning on us.
That may be an exaggeration, but 
take a look at the current issues: re-
ducing spending for Medicaid, Medi-
care and Social Security.
Why should those issues matter to 
you?
According to the U.S. Congressio-
nal Budget Office (CBO), a non-par-
tisan group of economists that moni-
tor governmental spending, America 
spends about $1.4 trillion a year on 
those three mandatory spending pro-
grams.
With our debt reaching 92.7 per-
cent of our gross domestic product 
(according to Forbes), if we took all 
the money the U.S. government spent, 
all of the products people consumed, 
machines and factories that businesses 
invested in, and goods that the U.S. 
exported to other countries, we would 
just barely have enough money to pay 
off the current debt.
However, with last year’s budget 
deficit reaching 8.7 percent, we’re 
likely to lose that already impossible 
capability soon.
Who do you think would rather 
push that number even higher than 
raise requirement ages or restructure 
medical care? 
Suddenly, your great aunt Mable 
doesn’t look like the nice old lady who 
gave you butterscotch candy when you 
visited her as a little kid anymore.
So what do we do? 
We download news apps on our 
iPhones, tell others, support politi-
cians (regardless of party affiliation) 
that rise above political catering and 
vote so we can continue to have a na-
tion to vote for.
Two major U.S. investment firms 
warned earlier this month that if the 
U.S. does nothing to shift its debt lev-
els, its bond rating will be downgraded 
in the near future.
That will simultaneously increase 
U.S. debt and slow the economy, 
which could decrease its with suf-
ficient growth — a downward spiral 
that bankrupted Greece, Ireland and 
Portugal this year.
My mom used to quote an old say-
ing, “If you won’t stand for something, 
you’ll fall for anything.”
The American Association of Re-
tired Persons estimated that 69 percent 
of Americans age 45 and older voted 
in 2008, so great aunt Mable will be 
standing next November.
We need a stand of our own. No, 
seriously this time.
This commentary doesn't necessarily 





It’s time to stand on our own







Address 1906 College Heights Blvd. 







The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. 
Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
Josh Moore* editor-in-chief
Emily Ulber* managing editor
Jonathan Lintner* news editor
Marianne Hale* diversions editor
Laurel Wilson* events editor
Zach Greenwell* sports editor
Luke Sharrett* photo editor
Samantha Rainey* design editor
Angela Oliver* opinion editor
Darren Vogt* cartoonist
Amanda Adams copy desk chief
Jake Stevens multimedia editor 
David Learned advertising manager
Sara Taylor ad creative director
Bob Adams Herald adviser
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and Fridays during the 
school year. The fi rst copy is free and addi-
tional copies are 50 cents each, available in the 
Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions 
expressed in this newspaper DO 
NOT refl ect those of Western 
Kentucky University's employees 
or of its administration.
herald
EDITORIAL CARTOON
Chandi Tanner doesn’t do gentle yoga. 
Tanner teaches yoga classes fi ve times 
a week at the Preston Center.
“It’s not the easy stretching like some 
people think,” she said. “It’s not a gentle 
yoga. The classes that I teach are about 
muscular endurance.”
She said she enjoys yoga because it 
helps her fi nd relief.
“I’ve had two kids, and to me it’s kind 
of just like a stress reliever and a time for 
myself to get out of the house,” she said.
She's motivated to continue doing 
yoga because she fi nds it calming.
Tanner enjoys the deep breaths, the 
awareness of her body and the rest that 
she gets from it.
“It’s not a work-
out that stresses and 
strains you and makes 
your muscles fa-
tigue,” she said. “It’s 
a balance. That’s what 
yoga is about. It’s 
about balancing.”
Tanner said that 
while yoga is stress-
relieving and help-
ful in fi nding calm, it 
isn’t what helps her 
through diffi cult times.
“I wouldn’t give the glory to yoga,” 
she said. “Personally, I know the Lord.”
She often prays when doing yoga, 
and there are certain poses she prefers to 
practice when she is praying.
Tanner said she does a pose with her 
feet and back against the wall.
“That kind of gets my blood circulat-
ing in different areas. It releases stress, 
and I go into that deep breathing and 
do a little bit of yoga, but I pray to my 
Lord,” Tanner said. “He helps me bring 
calmness into anything that I’m going 
through.”
Tanner said that her favorite pose is 
also a very diffi cult one called the Cobra 
Pose, which involves a headstand.
“It’s very challenging,” she said. “I 
don’t teach it. It’s just something I do on 
my own. I still use the wall.”
Tanner said she started doing yoga 
regularly about fi ve years ago, when 
she became certifi ed to teach it and has 
taught off and on since.
She says it’s a great workout.
Tanner does yoga on her own twice a 
week, she said.
“I teach fi ve classes, so that’s enough,” 
she said. “I don’t really have to do it on 
my own.”
She said she prefers to lead her class-
es by example, standing in front of the 
class and demonstrating.
Heather Stubblefi eld and Kelly Poyner 
both work in Information Technology 
and attend Tanner’s class together.
Stubblefi eld said Tanner is one of the 
best yoga instructors she has had.
“She’s challenging, and she gives 
us a good workout,” Stubblefi eld said. 
“Chandi is wonderful.”
Poyner said that Tanner’s class is 
more challenging than some of the other 
yoga classes she has taken.
“I feel like she pushes us more than 
what we would want to push ourselves,” 
she said. “But she’s very encouraging.”
Elizabethtown sophomore Ben Nel-
son said he goes to Tanner’s yoga class 
as often as he can.
Nelson has taken yoga classes with 
other instructors, but he said Tanner’s 
class is his favorite.
“This one is the better one, in my 
opinion,” he said. “It’s more active. I 
guess it’s more focused on doing yoga 
rather than teaching it.”
Yoga newcomers shouldn’t be intimi-
dated, Tanner said.
“Everybody is on their own level,” 
she said. “There is no judging or expec-
tations. Come and try it out.
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MORE   USED   BOOKS   WITH   THE                                   PRICES   IN    TOWN!Lowest Guaranteed!
We’re Moving! 
Yoga brings balance to instructor
WKU
A Zto









Chandi Tanner teaches yoga during her noon class at the Preston Center on Thursday afternoon. Tanner teaches yoga at Preston fi ve days a 
week and has been practicing yoga since she found an instructional video tape in high school.
Chandi Tanner’s 
favorite basic yoga poses
■ forward fold
A basic stretch that relieves tension 
in shoulders, lower back and ham-
strings.
■ camel
A simple pose that helps relieve 
stress in the neck, shoulders and 
spine.
■ cobra
An advanced pose that strengthens 
the spine and stretches the chest, 
lungs, shoulders and abdomen.
There are now more than 50 Me-
sonet stations statewide collecting 
real-time data for factors such as 
temperature, precipitation and wind 
speed, according to a WKU press 
release.
The Mesonet in Calloway Coun-
ty, for instance, recorded a 101 mph 
wind gust at 12:25 a.m. on Tuesday, 
according to the release.
“Without the Mesonet, we would 
have a much smaller number of sites 
around the state covering data,” Fos-
ter said. “It wouldn’t be available on 
a fi ve-minute basis or real-time ba-
sis.”
Bryan Russell, director of Plan-
ning, Design and Construction, said 
there have been no problems with 
surface-water fl ooding on campus 
this week. Russell said the basement 
fl oor of Cravens Library had to be 
evacuated because of rising ground-
water, relocating the staffs for de-
partments such as leadership studies 
to Tate Page Hall.
“That building’s been there for 
35, 40 years, and all of a sudden 
we’ve had a few situations,” Russell 
said.
John Osborne, vice president of 
Campus Services and Facilities, said 
WKU will reassess the fl ooded space 
before moving back.
Osborne said WKU has been 
fortunate this week considering that 
right down the road, Murray State 
University closed its main campus 
Tuesday because of severe weather.
“We’ve been spared so far,” Os-
borne said.
Greg Goodrich, assistant profes-
sor of geography and geology, over-
sees a WKU meteorology blog that 
focuses on long-term weather fore-
casting.
The blog, started by Goodrich, 
now features posts by meteorology 
students.
Owensboro junior Kyle Matting-
ly, a frequent poster on the blog, said 
weather such as this week’s helps 
students apply what they’ve learned 
in the classroom.
“If we see an event coming a 
week away or something, we’re go-
ing to start discussing it on the blog,” 
Mattingly said.
The blog can be accessed at me-
teorology.blog.wku.edu.
Weather this academic year has 
been noteworthy for more than just 
April’s showers.
Winter snowfall in Bowling 
Green topped 20 inches for the fi rst 
time since the winter of 1978-1979, 
more than doubling the 10-inch aver-
age.
Foster said using these real-world 
examples from the Mesonet in his 
data analysis and research methods 
classes has added to the learning 
process.
“I think it’s easier to get students’ 
attention, and I think it’s easier to 
get them to understand when you’re 
talking about something they can 
relate to,” he said. “I think it makes 
a difference. It’s not just looking at 
pictures in a book.”
6A APRIL 29, 2011COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
IL
WKU Independent Learning is a unit of Extended Learning & Outreach.  -  4/11
EOO Statement: Western Kentucky University is an equal opportunity institution of higher education and upon request provides reasonable accommodation to individuals with disabilities. www.wku.edu/eoo
WKU Independent Learning  
Where learning has no boundaries.
Free food, giveaways, 
and information! 
Join us for the IL celebration!
May 3 - 4, 2011 















1 Block from WKU
 
8 Blocks from WKU
GREAT PART TIME JOB
Honors adviser leaves WKU to further career
Sometimes, just when someone has mastered a skill in his 
or her fi eld, it's time to move on.
This is the case with Amy Chester, academic adviser of 
the Honors College. Chester is leaving WKU to become as-
sistant registrar at the University of Missouri-Kansas City.
“This is what happens. We hire young, talented individu-
als. They have a chance to grow and do great things,” said 
Craig Cobane, executive director of the Honors College. 
“We’re very sad to see Amy leave. But it’s just the nature of 
the beast.”
Chester, whose last day at WKU is May 3, is from Hardin, 
Mo., and is a graduate of the University of Central Missouri.
She plans to apply what she has learned about advising to 
her new job.
“I was looking to advance my career, and at this time, 
the only way to do so was by, unfortunately, leaving WKU,” 
Chester said this week, replying by email from Missouri.
Chester has been a part of the Honors College since its 
inception.
She was hired in June 2007, a month before the Honors 
Program became the Honors College.
Since then, the college has grown from 15 graduates a 
year to just short of 150, Cobane said.
He said Chester’s contributions have been an integral part 
of the Honors College’s growth.
“Her work and how to make Honors work in their sched-
uling, how to augment, how to work Study Abroad — that’s 
what she did,” Cobane said. “It’s a very complicated puzzle, 
and she did quite well with it.”
Cobane said working closely with the students to help 
coordinate their schedules helped Chester get to know them 
better.
“Students say Amy has helped save their lives multiple 
times,” he said. “Because of that, she developed deep and 
personal relationships with many of the Honors College stu-
dents.”
Interacting with the students has been the highest point of 
her job as adviser, she said.
“It has been an absolute pleasure working with all the 
Honors and Harlaxton students,” Chester said. “I am dread-
ing saying goodbye to so many of them."
Chester’s best quality as an adviser was being able to think 
across all disciplines, Cobane said.
“Amy had to be able to not be an expert in every one, but 
to be able to have an understanding of how every department 
works,” he said.
Lebanon sophomore Suzanne Spalding, an Honors stu-
dent and the administrative student assistant for the Honors 
College, said working with Chester as both a student and a 
colleague has “been a pleasure.”
“She’s just very supportive of every student who comes 
into her offi ce,” Spalding said. “She always has a smile on 
her face, and we’re really going to miss her.”
Spalding’s desk is right next to Chester’s offi ce, so the two 
have gotten to know each other well.
“She’s very comforting, and if you ever have a problem, 
she’ll just give you her honest opinion and will try her best to 
help out in any way possible.”
The search for a new adviser has already started, Cobane 
said.
“We hope to be able to offer someone in the next six 
weeks,” he said. “For sure, we want to have someone in place 
by July.”
Chester said two qualities she hopes the next Honors ad-
viser has are charisma and compassion.
“Honors students need an adviser who is not only in-
volved in their academics but an adviser who is also involved 




Amy Chester, academic adviser for the Honors College, will be leaving WKU to become the assistant registrar at the Univer-




Jeff  Glass, assistant supervisor for Facilities Management, empties one of the wet 
shop vacuums outside the ground fl oor of Cravens Library on Wednesday. Due to 
heavy rains, this portion of Cravens has fl ooded three times in the last 12 months, 
said Cecile Garmon, director of leadership studies, which is on the ground fl oor.
That building’s been 
there for 35, 40 
years, and all of a 
sudden we’ve had a 
few situations."
—BRYAN RUSSELL
Director of Planning, Design and 
Construction
At the WKU Dance Com-
pany’s annual show “An 
Evening of Dance,” music 
ranges from Vivaldi to Brit-
ney Spears.
“Some of the work is 
slow and some of the work 
is very high energy,” said 
associate professor of dance 
Clifton Brown, who is the 
dance program coordinator 
and a choreographer. “Ev-
eryone loves a good variety 
of everything.”
That variety will be seen 
in this weekend’s perfor-
mances, with pieces ranging 
from classical ballet to mod-
ern dance, Brown said.
He said all students 
should consider attending 
the show.
“When students graduate 
and you become a profes-
sional in whatever type of 
job you’re in, you’ll need 
to speak about other things 
beside your job,” Brown 
said. “So if you get taken to 
a ballet or any kind of per-
formance, at least you can 
speak educatedly about it, 
which is really important in 
any professional setting.”
The event isn’t just about 
the audience, but also pre-
paring the dancers for the 
professional world, said 
Amanda Clark, an assistant 
dance professor and one of 
the choreographers.
“This is their opportunity 
to fi nally show people what 
they have been working so 
hard to achieve,” Clark said. 
Brown said this year in 
particular features several 
talented graduating seniors, 
allowing the company to 
perform pieces that they 
haven’t been able to produce 
in eight years due to their 
diffi culty.
“And now I’ll have to 
wait another eight years,” 
Brown said, after watching 
“Speed,” one of the most 
challenging pieces.
Natalie Peak, a Louisville 
senior and one of the lead 
dancers, said she’s channel-
ing the excitement of being 
so close to graduating into 
her performance.
“That’s my favorite part, 
each night getting closer 
and closer to the point I’ve 
been trying to get to since I 
was three years old,” Peak 
said.
Peak said she hopes stu-
dents will attend the produc-
tion and take away inspira-
tion or a new idea that they 
wouldn’t have considered 
before.
“They don’t have to like 
it, they don’t have come 
back saying ‘that was the 
best thing ever,’” Peak said. 
“But to step out of their own 
comfort zones and maybe 
they’ll take something away 
personally.”
“An Evening of Dance” 
began yesterday and will 
be performed each night in 
Russell Miller Theatre in 
the fi ne arts center through 
Tuesday. It begins at 8 p.m. 
every night except Sunday, 
when it starts at 3 p.m. The 
cost is $10.
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Members of the WKU Dance Company practice in Russell Miller Theatre in the fi ne arts center on Wednesday night. 
It was their fi nal dress rehearsal for their upcoming performance of “An Evening of Dance,” during which they will 
perform the many kinds of dances they have been perfecting over the past semester.
Performance off ers a variety of dance styles 
Forty years ago, the Miss 
Black Western pageant was cre-
ated because at the time, black 
women weren’t allowed to run 
for Homecoming Queen at 
WKU.
“This gave them an oppor-
tunity to be recognized,” said 
Nashville junior Erica Tharpe, 
co-chairwoman of the event.
Tonight, the annual pageant 
continues at 6 p.m. in Downing 
University Center.
The 17 contestants will com-
pete for the title and a year-long 
book scholarship, she said. They 
have been working since late 
February on their walk, chore-
ography and introductions.
Nashville freshman Jasmine 
Morgan said the practices have 
been grueling, but at the same 
time, they’ve brought the wom-
en together.
“It’s been a growing pro-
cess,” Morgan said. “But it’s 
been a fun bonding experience.”
She said she’s never been in 
a pageant before and it gave her 
the opportunity to try something 
new.
“I feel like this is one of the 
premier opportunities to show-
case our black women on cam-
pus,” she said.
Tharpe said even though 
black women are now able to 
run for Homecoming Queen, 
she thinks the Miss Black West-
ern pageant is still necessary.
“I feel like it gets young la-
dies to come out of the box and 
meet new people, form new re-
lationships and have their mo-
ment to shine, because a lot of 
these women have never had 
that,” she said. “It gives them 
an opportunity to learn who 
they are.”
“I don’t think you can have 
too many events where women 
are able to show who they are 
and be recognized for it,” she 
said.
Nashville freshman Jamye 
Hardy said the competition is 
stiff for the pageant and win-
ning carries impact.
“The fi rst Miss Black West-
ern pageant was a very coura-
geous thing,” she said. “I think 
it would be a great honor to be 
the face of that.”
Hardy said that no matter 
who wins the title tonight, the 
friendships she’s made through 
the pageant are what counts.
“I think we’ve become a big 
family and we’ve all become 
sisters,” she said. “I knew two 
girls at the beginning and now I 
have sixteen other sisters.”
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Fans might want to keep all hands and 
feet away from the Lady Toppers after last 
weekend’s sweep of Louisiana-Monroe in a 
three-game series.
Freshman pitcher Brittanie Albright (3-
1) said she’s added some bite to WKU’s 
game with her underdog approach, earning 
two wins last weekend after starting just 
three games previously.
“I think freshmen are little pups that bite 
you at fi rst,” she said. “We show our stuff 
the most. It makes me want to work harder.”
Entering last weekend’s series against 
Louisiana-Monroe, WKU (26-22, 7-11 Sun 
Belt Conference) had won six of its last 17 
games and had fallen to ninth place in the 
Sun Belt Conference, in danger of missing 
the eight-team postseason tournament.
Now the Lady Toppers sit in seventh 
place after sweeping ULM.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said Albright 
has played a major role in WKU’s recent 
success.
“We’re at a point where we have to play 
the kids that want to be on the fi eld,” she 
said. “Albright has proven that she’s one of 
them.”
Albright said Perry’s confi dence in her 
as a starting pitcher has served as extra mo-
tivation to perform in tough situations.
“I’m fi nally getting over the hill and 
cruising now,” she said. “I just have to 
work harder — extra compared to every-
body else. I’ve had to mentally train to be 
the best.”
This weekend the Lady Toppers hit the 
road to take on Louisiana-Lafayette, the 
fi rst-place team in the Sun Belt Conference, 
in a three-game series, starting with a dou-
bleheader on Saturday at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
and wrapping up on Sunday at noon.
There are noticeable similarities 
between this year’s WKU baseball 
team and its team in 2010.
Both teams beat Southeastern 
Conference competition before be-
ginning Sun Belt Conference play 
— Tennessee in 2010, Ole Miss in 
2011.
Both teams had emotional wins 
over Kentucky in front of thou-
sands at Bowling Green Ballpark.
And both Topper teams got off 
to strong league starts.
But this WKU team is looking 
to avoid the late swoon that bit the 
Toppers last year, costing them a 
chance at playing in an NCAA Re-
gional.
At one point last year, WKU 
was ranked No. 18 in college base-
ball but lost 14 of its last 21 con-
ference games, including the only 
two it played at the 2010 Sun Belt 
Tournament.
This year’s Toppers (25-16, 
10-8 Sun Belt) are fighting a 
league slump of their own.
WKU has lost its last four Sun 
Belt games, most recently suffer-
ing a three-game road sweep at the 
hands of league leader Troy.
BASEBALL





Freshman pitcher Brittanie Albright throws a pitch during the Lady Toppers’ home game 
against Louisiana-Monroe last Saturday. Albright won two games in the three-game series. SEE ALBRIGHT, PAGE 3B
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
The Toppers are in a three-way tie for third place in the Sun Belt Conference. WKU will try to advance in the standings when it plays a three-game series at last-place Louisiana-Monroe this 
weekend. The Toppers have lost their last four Sun Belt games, including being swept at Troy this past weekend.
WKU looks to get Sun Belt season 
back on track against ULM
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com
SEE SEASON, PAGE 3B





Three-game series this weekend
■ Overall: 25-16
■ Sun Belt: 10-8
■ Runs per 
game: 7.1
■ Overall: 21-19
■ Sun Belt: 6-12
■ Runs per 
game: 5.7
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Injured seniors 
fi nd other ways to 
provide leadership
The Lady Toppers didn’t expect to 
lose two of their three seniors to injury 
this season, but what they gained was 
even more unexpected.
After senior Elizabeth Ferrell broke 
her arm in batting prac-
tice on March 14 and 
senior Sara Williams 
re-injured her back on 
July 5 of last year, they 
knew their fi nal seasons 
would be a bit different 
than anticipated.
“It’s hard because 
nothing happened like 
I thought it was go-
ing to,” Williams said. 
“You spend the four 
years dreaming about 
how your senior year is 
going to be. Clearly, I 
didn’t reach that.”
But that hasn’t 
stopped the duo from 
playing a role this sea-
son.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said the duo 
has provided an unexpected extension 
to the coaching staff.
“They’re almost on-the-fi eld coach-
es,” she said. “They’re our eyes and ears. 
They have the freedom to say whatever 
they need to say to the young players out 
there and even the older ones.”
Ferrell said she grew as a person 
through her experience.
“I’ve defi nitely had to be more vo-
cal,” she said. “That was a problem I 
had with my leadership skills because 
the team wanted me to be more vocal. It 
defi nitely benefi ted me life skill-wise. I 
don’t like to talk a lot. I like to be more 
of an example person. 
“I don’t like to yell at people or get 
on my teammates, but I’ve had to do 
that more now.”
The circumstance has had a similar 
effect on Williams.
She said the adversity has made her 
stronger in her faith.
“That’s just how life is going to 
be,” she said. “Things are going to get 
thrown at you, but there’s always a big-
ger picture. I’ve relied on God, and He’s 
shown me that there’s a lot more to life 
than hurting my back and not playing 
this year. 
“My senior year is ending like this 
for a reason.”
The experience has not been all gain, 
though. Senior Brittany Perry said not 
having her fellow seniors has been very 
tough on her.
“We talked all summer,” she said. 
“We talked about being the best lead-
ers we could be and leading this team 
to a championship — not just cheering 
them on, but physically, too. We wanted 
to play the best we could out of our four 
years here.”
Tyra Perry said the loss of the two 
seniors has decreased the already small 
amount of leadership the Lady Toppers 
had coming into the season.
“I think we lost a sense of stabil-
ity,” she said. “The three seniors had a 
strong camaraderie, and they were pro-
viding leadership. Now that they’re in-
jured, it’s diffi cult to provide the same 
levels of leadership.”
Ferrell said she has done her best to 
fi ll the leadership void.
“I realized I needed to step up more 
as a vocal leader,” she said. “I’m still 
older. I still have experience, and I can 
still share my experiences with the 
younger players so that they can still 
draw from my experience to play well 
in the fi eld.”
Williams said she’s doing her best to 
pass down her wisdom as well.
“I don’t want anybody’s college ca-
reer to end like mine has,” she said. “I 
want to leave something. If I can’t leave 
it through the records like I was hoping, 
I want to leave it somehow, even if it’s 
just through my words.”
FERRELL
The outdoor track and fi eld season is 
nearing its end, and several WKU ath-
letes are vying for conference honors as 
they come down the stretch.
“We have many peo-
ple in the top fi ve of their 
events in the conference 
right now,” Head Coach 
Erik Jenkins said. “We're 
in a good position at this 
point in the season.”
Two weekends remain 
in the regular season. 
Most athletes at WKU 
will be in competition 
just once more this weekend, while a 
small group will also be in competition 
at Indiana University next weekend.
The WKU teams are split up again 
this weekend, with most of the group 
competing in the Drake Relays in Iowa, 
while the distance squad will travel to 
Butler University in Indianapolis for an-
other meet.
The Drake Relays is the second larg-
est regular season outdoor meet, Jenkins 
said, and it's also the site of the NCAA 
National Championships.
Assistant Coach Jarrett Murphy will 
be at Drake this weekend.
“There's going to be a very high level 
of competition at Drake,” Murphy said. 
“With the NCAA Championships being 
held there, a lot of it's about giving kids 
who will compete there again a chance 
to get a feel for it.”
Jenkins said the young WKU team 
has stayed close to the top of the Sun 
Belt Conference standings for most of 
the season.
“There are three or four other teams 
we're really competing with at the top 
of the conference right now,” he said. 
“Anyone can win.”
Junior Alex Miller said he's been 
pleased with the teams growth through-
out the season.
“It seems like we've been doing pro-
gressively better and better, and that's a 
good thing,” he said.
Jenkins said the key to competing in 
the upcoming Sun Belt championships 
is staying prepared and healthy.
“The work has been put in. Now we 
need to stay healthy,” he said. “We're 
going to work on a few relay times and 
get to really know the dynamics of the 
meet.”
Murphy agreed that health is key, 
saying that the teams have done well to 
be in their current position.
“Everyone has performed well," he 
said. "It's been a long season, but we're 
still on the right track.”
Jenkins also praised the team for 
performing well throughout the season 
despite much of the squad consisting of 
underclassmen.
“We've got a young team here that 
has weathered the storm all year, and 
they've really done a good job,” he said. 
“We're always looking for people who 
are in it for the long haul."
Miller said he shares the same goal 
as the rest of the team coming down the 
stretch.
“Basically we're just all trying to get 
ready for conference,” he said.
Miller will be competing in the high 
jump at the Sun Belt outdoor champion-
ships, which will take place during June 
in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Jenkins said the teams are looking to 
step it up with the season winding down.
“The championship is closer than 
you think,” he said. “There will be no 








Stretch run of outdoor 
season in sight for WKU
■ SPORTS BRIEFS
Former player Whitaker 
hired to WKU women's 
basketball staff 
Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles 
has fi lled the void in her coaching staff.
A source close to 
the situation told the 
Herald on Tuesday 
that Camryn Whitaker, 
a former Lady Topper 
and assistant coach and 
recruiting coordinator 
at Missouri State, has 
been hired as an assis-
tant at WKU.
The source said 
WKU will officially announce the hire 
sometime in May.
Cowles announced the opening at 
the women's basketball banquet on 
April 15. Whitaker replaces Latasha 
Dorsey, who served a leave of absence 
during the latter part of last season and 
never returned to the Lady Toppers' 
bench.
A Cynthiana native, Whitaker 
played point guard at WKU from 
2000-2005, when she started 117 of 
126 games. She finished her WKU ca-
reer second all-time in assists, third in 
games started, fifth in minutes played 
per game and 10th in steals.
This will be Whitaker's third coach-
ing job. Her first came at Austin Peay.
— Jonathan Lintner
Toppers fi nish last at 
shortened Sun Belt tourney
Severe weather washed out the fi-
nal round of the 2011 Sun Belt Con-
ference Men’s Golf Championships on 
Wednesday, leaving WKU with a last-
place finish.
The Toppers finished 11th at the 
tournament in Muscle Shoals, Ala., 
with a score of 616, based on totals 
from the first two rounds.
They shot a 318 in Monday’s first 
round before shaving 20 strokes off 
their team total for a Tuesday score of 
298.
WKU was led individually by ju-
nior Alex Yost, who tied for 22nd with 
a two-day total of 149. Yost’s 69 on 
Tuesday was also the best single-round 
score for the Toppers all season.
Denver won the team title with a score 
of 573, and North Texas’ Carlos Ortiz was 
the individual winner with a 137.
— Herald Staff
We've got a young 
team here that has 
weathered the storm 
all year, and they've 
really done a good job. 
We're always looking 
for people who are in 
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Sessions starting all summer long >>> summer.nku.edu
Enroll in summer classes at NKU
■ SPORTS BRIEF
WKU honors academics of 
student athletes at banquet
WKU recognized more than 250 stu-
dent athletes at its academic banquet 
Monday in the Topper Club at Houchens-
Smith Stadium.
Of those honored, 224 have a cumula-
tive grade point average of 3.0 or higher, 
according to a release from WKU media 
relations.
The scholar teams of the year awards, 
which go to the teams with the highest 
GPA over the past year, were presented 
at the banquet.
The Men’s Scholar Team Award was 
a tie between baseball and tennis, while 
the Women’s Scholar Team Award went 
to tennis.
Senior baseball catcher Matt Rice 
won the Individual Male Scholar Award 
with a 4.0 GPA, while senior soccer play-
er Maggie Wilder’s 3.99 GPA earned her 
the award on the women’s side.
The Graduate Scholar Award was giv-
en to Rachel Friedman, a former soccer 
player and current member of the cross 
country and track teams.
Head volleyball coach Travis Hudson 
earned the Courage Award, given to the 
individual or team that “showed tremen-
dous courage, resolve and dedication in 
the face of adversity,” according to the 
release.
Hudson received the award for steer-
ing his team’s errant bus to safety on a 
trip to South Alabama last October after 
the driver suffered a fatal heart attack at 
the wheel.
The Outreach Service Award was also 
presented to freshman Taryn O’Shea 
from the women’s soccer team.
— Herald Staff
But sophomore pitcher Tanner Per-
kins said he doesn’t see the recent 
slump as history repeating itself.
“The guys have a more positive atti-
tude than last year,” said Perkins, who’s 
anchored the Toppers' rotation in 2011 
with a 6-2 record and a 1.88 ERA. “And 
that’s helped us out on the road.”
The Toppers are now in a three-way 
tie for third place in conference stand-
ings, one game behind second-place 
Florida Atlantic and four games back of 
Troy.
WKU will look to end the four-game 
Sun Belt slump when it travels to Mon-
roe, La., this weekend for a three-game 
set with last-place ULM.
Should the Toppers win this series, 
they are guaranteed to gain ground on 
either FAU or Troy, who play each other 
this weekend.
Sophomore fi rst baseman Ryan Huck 
said the fact that ULM sits in the league 
cellar magnifi es the importance of a se-
ries win.
“We need to go down there and get 
a sweep,” Huck said. “Hopefully Troy 
will lose one or two this weekend to 
FAU, and we can get right back up there 
to the very top.”
Finwood said it’s only natural to 
check the scores of conference com-
petition at this point in the season — a 
practice known in baseball circles as 
“scoreboard watching.”
“The guys know we’re a game out of 
second and in a three-way tie for third 
place,” Finwood said. “So you defi nite-
ly do it, but the bottom line is that none 
of that matters if you don’t win your 
games.”
Costing WKU many of those games 
right now is the performance of its re-
lief pitchers.
Finwood estimated that the bullpen 
has kept the Toppers from winning 
“four or fi ve” games this year.
“It’s been really, really disappointing 
up to this point that we haven’t had that 
guy step up,” Finwood said. “We’ve al-
ways had that at the end of games, and 
we just haven’t had that this season.”
Finwood confi rmed that he may use 
senior right-hander Brian Edelen, typi-
cally a Sunday starter, as a reliever.
Edelen is 3-1 this year, though he’s 
seen several potential wins go by the 
wayside thanks to bullpen collapses.
“On Sunday, what’s happened with 
Brian is he’s actually thrown fi ne, but 
we haven’t actually been able to fi nish 
out any games,” Finwood said. “If we 
need to use him out of the pen Friday 
or Saturday to win, we’ll use him, and 
we’ll fi gure out Sunday when we get 
there.”
Finwood's bullpen will be fresh for 
ULM, as WKU didn't have to deal with 
a midweek opponent this week.
The Toppers were originally sched-
uled to host No. 2 Vanderbilt Tuesday, 
but the game was pushed to Wednesday 
due to inclement weather.
As the storms continued into Wednes-
day, it was announced the game was can-
celed and wouldn't be made up.
The bullpen will also get a boost 
with the return of junior right-hander 
Ross Hammonds.
He missed the Troy series while 
nursing a bone bruise in his foot suf-
fered against Kentucky, but Finwood 
confi rmed Wednesday that Hammonds 
will be ready for ULM.
Edelen said the ability of players 
like Hammonds to avoid injuries will 
determine the outcome of the Toppers’ 
season.
“With a month left, we want every-
body ready to go and fi ring on all cyl-
inders,” Edelen said. “We want to make 
sure to get two out of three games every 
series, and if we can just scratch a cou-
ple of those third games across, we’ll 
put up a fi ght for fi rst place.”
SEASON
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Junior third baseman Amanda 
Walden said Albright’s inclusion in the 
pitching staff gives the team a special 
edge with in-conference play.
“It’s great that we found another 
pitcher,” she said. “The two-pitcher ro-
tation works for a while, and then ev-
eryone gets used to your pitchers. Now 
that Albright is in the rotation, they 
haven’t seen her. 
“That’s going to be great to put a 
new pitcher on the mound, and they 
won’t know how to hit her. It’s an asset 
for us.”
The Lady Toppers’ pitching rotation 
previously consisted of sophomores 
Mallorie Sulaski and Kim Wagner.
Perry said Sulaski remains the 
team’s No. 1 starting pitcher, but that 
Albright grabbed the team’s No. 2 spot 
after displaying a strong sense of “re-
sponsibility, potential and heart.”
“She doesn’t have a whole lot extra 
going on in her head,” she said. “She 
knows how to clear her mind and focus 
on her job.”
Walden said the switch was “a shock 
for a little bit,” but that Albright de-
served the chance after performing 
well over a series of practices.
“It was only a matter of time before 
she got the start, and she proved her-
self,” Walden said. “I look forward to 
seeing her start more games now.”
Though Albright earned two wins 
last weekend, she struggled in her sec-
ond start, yielding four runs on four 
hits in just two innings of work. After 
Albright loaded the bases with no outs, 
Sulaski came in and conserved WKU’s 
lead to earn Albright the win.
Perry said that she remains confident 
in Albright’s abilities and that those sit-
uations will decrease with time.
“She still has a lot of room to grow,” 
she said. “People have to give her that 
opportunity to grow and mature. She’s 
going to be a very strong pitcher for us 
now and in the future.”
ALBRIGHT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
That’s going to be 
great to put a new 
pitcher on the mound, 
and they won’t know 





With a month left, we 
want everybody ready 
to go and fi ring on all 
cylinders. We want to 
make sure to get two 
out of three games 
every series, and if 
we can just scratch a 
couple of those third 
games across, we’ll 
put up a fi ght for fi rst 
place."
—BRIAN EDELEN
Senior pitcher

